A SUMMARY OF THE KEY HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES IN 2017
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Action

Victorian courts and
tribunal decisions

Bills passed through

CERTAIN CHILDREN (No 2) the Victorian Parliament

[2017] VSC 251 ‘YOUTH JUSTICE REVIEW AND STRATEGY’

REPORT RELEASED

COUNTER-TERRORISM REVIEW
RELEASES REPORTS ‘HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT’

REPORT RELEASED

The Supreme Court again rules that the Victorian
Government breached the human rights of children held
at the Grevillea unit within Barwon adult prison and acted

unlawfully and incompatibly with their best interests.

This independent review of Victoria’s youth justice Key reports released

system offers a number of recommendations to
recalibrate and refocus the system, to meet the health
and education rights of young people and respond to

The expert panel makes 42 recommendations, including
several with implications on the right to a fair trial,
due process, and liberty and security of the person.
The Victorian Government accepts in principle all 42

The Supreme Court rules that courts and tribunals have
obligations under the Charter to apply the right to equality
and the right to a fair hearing to self-represented litigants

The Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Defence and Trade recommends that the Australian

: . : Victorian Government
Government introduce a Modern Slavery Act in Australia.

and, in particular, those with learning disabilities. their broader needs. recommendations. announcements
— Australian Government actions
i | ' _»\/\_.- affecting Victorians

‘THE SAME FOUR WALLS’
REPORT TABLED IN PARLIAMENT

The Commission for Children and Young People details
widespread isolation of children in Victoria’'s youth
justice centres and highlights staff shortages and a lack
of transparency about the use of such practices.

‘FREE FROM VIOLENCFE’
STRATEGY RELEASED

The Victorian Government releases its strategy to prevent
family violence and all forms of violence against women.
The strategy focuses on the underlying causes of

AUSTRALIA VOTES ‘YES’ TO
MARRIAGE EQUALITY

Australian people are asked to respond to the question:
“Should the law be changed to allow same-sex couples
to marry”. 61.6% of overall voters, 64.9% of Victorian

VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING
BECOMES LAW

The new legislation allows Victorians who fit the eligibility
criteria to make an informed, voluntary decision
regarding their own end-of-life choices

‘IMPLEMENTING OPCAT IN VICTORIA
REPORT RELEASED

Victorian Ombudsman raises concerns that practices
used to maintain order in prisons (for example, the use
of force and restraint, prolonged solitary confinement

AUSTRALIA RATIFIES OPCAT

Australia commits to setting up a system of independent
scrutiny of all closed environments, and agrees to allow
the United Nations to inspect places of detention, but
intends to exclude the offshore processing centres in

Significant federal court
decisions affecting Victorians

Actions by United Nations
Treaty Bodies

and strip searches) could breach OPCAT
standards if used improperly.
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violence, namely gender inequality and discrimination. voters and 133 out of 150 electorates vote ‘Yes'.

Manus Island and Nauru.
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UN COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC,

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS
CRITICISES AUSTRALIA

Aboriginal cultural rights
and self determination

RE KELVIN [2017]
FAMCAFC 25

MARRIAGE EQUALITY BECOMES LAW

DPP v SE [2017] VSC 13 BAIL REVIEW REPORT RELEASED

Marriage Amendment (Definition and Religious
Freedoms) Bill passes through the Australian Parliament,
amending the definition of marriage from the union of ‘a

man and a woman'’ to a union of ‘two people’.

One of the reasons the Supreme Court grants bail to an
Aboriginal child with an intellectual disability is to enable
contact with their Aboriginal family which would have a
positive influence on their rehabilitation, promoting their
Aboriginal cultural rights under the Charter.

Two reports are released, containing 37
recommendations in total. In response, the Victorian
Government announces it will toughen bail laws and

remand powers. These laws impact heavily on the rights
of Victorians with a disability.

The Family Court of Australia clears the way for young and non-discrimination

trans and gender diverse people to access hormone
treatment without court authorisation, where parents,
medical practitioners and the young person agree with
the proposed treatment.

Concern is expressed about the treatment
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples,
including the high levels of disadvantage
experienced across all socioeconomic indicators.
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AUSTRALIA ELECTED TO THE UN
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

Equality for LGBTI Victorians

I The right to equality
N

Gender equality
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O H Equality for people
I \ 4 with a disability

UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE
CRITICISES AUSTRALIA

ULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEART ROYAL COMMISSION REPORT INTO NT

VICTORIAN TREATY ADVANCEMENT YOUTH DETENTION RELEASED

Aligning Australia to international
COMMISSION TO BE ESTABLISHED

At the First Nations National Constitutional Convention human rights standards

(convened by the Referendum Council), delegates adopt
the Uluru Statement from the Heart, calling for a ‘First
Nations Voice’ in the Constitution and a process working
towards ‘agreement-making’ and ‘truth-telling’ between
governments and Indigenous peoples.

Australia to focus on “gender equality, freedom of
expression, good governance and robust democratic
institutions, human rights for indigenous peoples and

strong national human rights institutions”.

The Royal Commission was prompted by reports about
shocking mistreatment of young people detained at
Darwin’s Don Dale Youth Detention Centre. It makes
recommendations to keep children safe and reshape

youth justice in the NT.

This announcement from the Victorian Government
demonstrates progress towards Treaty Negotiations
between the Victorian Government and the Aboriginal
nations residing in Victoria.

Concerns raised about several human rights issues,
including sterilisation of intersex children, the marriage _,v\_,_ Voluntary assisted dying
equality postal survey process, over-representation of
Indigenous peoples in prison and harsh refugee policies.





